
Their	  Eyes	  Were	  Watching	  God	  
Chapters	  4-‐11	  Assessment	  

	  
Name____________________________________________	  	  Date_________________Period_________	  

	  
	  

Text	  Analysis	  Questions:	  	  
	  
Using	  your	  novel,	  notes,	  rubrics,	  hand	  outs,	  JumpStart	  questions/answers,	  etc.	  please	  answer	  

the	  following	  questions	  from	  Chapters	  4-‐11	  of	  Their	  Eyes	  Were	  Watching	  God.	  
	  
	  
	  
“Listen, Sam, if it was nature, nobody wouldn’t have tuh look out for babies touchin’ stoves, 

would they? ’Cause dey just naturally wouldn’t touch it. But dey sho will. So it’s caution.” 
 

“Naw it ain’t, it’s nature, cause nature makes caution. It’s de strongest thing dat God ever 
made, now. Fact is it’s de onliest thing God every made. He made nature and nature made 

everything else.” 
	  
Q.	  1:	  	  (11-‐12	  RL.1)	  In	  this	  excerpt	  from	  Chapter	  6,	  Sam	  and	  Lige	  Moss	  argue	  about	  the	  meaning	  
of	  life	  and	  humankind’s	  natural	  verses	  learned	  behaviors:	  Using	  a	  given	  strategy,	  infer	  Lige	  
Moss’	  or	  Sam’s	  view	  on	  why	  people	  do	  what	  they	  do	  (identify	  the	  strategy	  used):	  (2	  points	  
possible:	  1	  point	  for	  inference;	  1	  point	  for	  strategy)	  
	  
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________	  
	  
-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐Answers	  will	  vary,	  but	  may	  include	  statements	  such	  as,	  “By	  
using	  my	  Hypothesis	  Table,	  I	  can	  identify	  each	  character’s	  point	  of	  view	  and	  write	  supporting	  
statements	  below,	  using	  the	  table,	  I	  can	  infer	  that	  Sam	  believes	  that	  people	  act	  in	  only	  in	  
response	  to	  the	  stimulus	  provided	  in	  their	  natural	  environment.”-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐	  
	  
	  	  
	  
Q.	  2	  	  (11-‐12	  RL.1)	  Using	  your	  novel,	  locate	  a	  source	  where	  Janie’s	  hair	  is	  described:	  Identify	  the	  
literal	  description	  of	  the	  hair	  and	  then	  infer	  its	  meaning	  in	  the	  text	  by	  using	  a	  taught	  strategy:	  (3	  
points	  possible:	  1	  point	  for	  accurate	  identification	  in	  text;	  1	  point	  for	  inference;	  1	  point	  for	  
strategy)	  

a) Description	  of	  hair	  from	  text:	  
____________________________________________________________________	  

b) 	  	  Inferred	  meaning	  in	  the	  text:	  
____________________________________________________________________	  

c) Strategy	  used	  to	  make	  inference:	  
____________________________________________________________________	  



	  
-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐Answers	  will	  vary,	  but	  may	  include	  statements	  such	  as,	  “I	  
inferred	  that	  her	  hair	  is	  a	  symbol	  of	  power	  of	  women	  over	  men;	  I	  used	  symbol	  analysis	  to	  infer	  
this	  ”-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐	  
	  
Q.	  3	  	  (11-‐12	  RL.1)	  Using	  the	  following	  excerpt,	  infer	  both	  Janie’s	  and	  Nanny’s	  view	  on	  Johnny	  
Taylor.	  Name	  the	  taught	  strategy	  used	  to	  make	  the	  inference.	  	  (2	  points	  possible:	  .5	  points	  for	  
Janie,	  .5	  point	  for	  Nanny,	  1	  point	  for	  strategy)	  
	  
	  

Through pollinated air she saw a glorious being coming up the road. In her former 
blindness she had known him as shiftless Johnny Taylor, tall and lean. That was 

before the golden dust of pollen had beglamored his rags and her eyes. 
 

In the last stages of Nanny’s sleep, she dreamed of voices. Voices far-off but 
persistent, and gradually coming nearer. Janie’s voice. Janie talking in whispery 

snatches with a male voice she couldn’t quite place. That brought her wide awake. 
She bolted upright and peered out of the window and saw Johnny Taylor lacerating 

her Janie with a kiss. 
	  
	  
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________	  
	  
-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐Answers	  will	  vary,	  but	  may	  include	  statements	  such	  as,	  “By	  
using	  the	  strategy	  of	  word	  connotation,	  I	  can	  identify	  each	  character’s	  point	  of	  view:	  inferring	  
that	  Nanny	  thinks	  poorly	  of	  Johnny	  (lacerating	  with	  a	  kiss)	  and	  Janie	  thinks	  highly	  of	  Johnny	  
(glorious	  being)”-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



	  
(11-‐12	  W.1)	  Essay	  Response	  Prompts:	  	  
	  
Given	  an	  audience	  of	  peers,	  write	  a	  five-‐paragraph	  response	  for	  each	  of	  the	  
following	  three	  quotes	  that	  includes	  the	  following	  elements:	  
a)	  a	  thesis	  statement	  making	  a	  claim	  regarding	  the	  character	  or	  author	  b)	  textual	  
evidence	  to	  support	  the	  claim	  	  c)	  a	  logical	  framework	  for	  the	  evidence	  d)	  arguments	  
that	  speak	  to	  the	  given	  audience’s	  knowledge	  level,	  concerns,	  or	  possible	  biases.	  	  	  
	  
Quote	  1:	  (16	  points	  possible/12	  points	  mastery):	  
	  
[Janie]: “Why must Joe be so mad with her for making him look small when he did it 
to her all the time? (8.1) 
************************************************************************************** 
 
Quote	  2:	  (16	  points	  possible/12	  points	  mastery):	  
 
[Janie to Tea Cake]: "If it wuz me, Ah’d wait on uh train. Seben miles is uh kinda long 
walk." 
 
"It would be for you, ‘cause you ain’t used to it. But Ah’m seen women walk further’n 
dat. You could too, if yuh had it tuh do." (10.44-45) 
	  
************************************************************************************** 
	  
Quote	  3:	  (16	  points	  possible/12	  points	  mastery):	  
	  
[Joe speaking of Janie]: "'Thank yuh fuh yo' compliments, but mah wife don't know 
nothin' 'bout no speech- makin'.. Ah never married her for nothin' lak dat. She's uh 
woman and her place is in de home.'" Chapter 5, pg. 40-1 

 
	  
-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐Essays	  will	  be	  graded	  using	  the	  attached	  rubric.	  	  However,	  sample	  claims	  from	  
these	  quotes	  might	  be:	  “In	  the	  novel,	  the	  character	  Tea	  Cake	  helps	  repair	  the	  emotional	  
damage	  done	  to	  Janie	  by	  men,	  by	  showing	  her	  that	  she	  is	  stronger	  than	  she	  thinks	  she	  is.”	  -‐-‐-‐-‐	  
	  


